Multidetector CT of temporal bone fractures.
Temporal bone fracture is a relatively common finding among trauma patients. Before the development of high-resolution multidetector computed tomography (MDCT) imaging, fractures of the skull base and temporal bone were a challenge to diagnose clinically. With current imaging technology, most such fractures are easily detected, and the challenge now lies in predicting the severity of injury and possible complications. In this review, we discuss the detection and classification of temporal bone fractures, their distinction from pseudofractures, and the role of imaging in establishing prognosis, particularly with respect to complications.